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l’UMILE P1ANTA 

CORRECTIONS AND CHANGES OF 
ADDRESS. 

,0,4. Claxton, K. M. Post (non-resident), 27, Graven 
Road, Hyde Park; (rooms) 34, Norfolk Square, 
W. ; (home, temporary) Winyatts, Leecroft Road, 
Barnet. 

i 9 oy. Macfarlane, J., 5- Ha y es Crescent, Golders Green, 
N.W. (home). 

1902. Moule, M. E., 1, Ash Villas, Bayham Road, Seven- 
oaks (sole address) ; non-resident post. 

1913. Openshaw, M., c/o Mrs. C. Spence-Jones, Ffynone, 
Boncath, S. Wales. 

1915. Taylor, M. R., c/o Mrs. Nimmo, Randolph Hill, 
Dunblane, N.B. (post). 


BIRTH. 

Brittlebank.— On March 5 th, at 46, St. Helen’s Road, 
Ormskirk, Lancs., Maud Evelyn (nde Davis), wife of 
Major J. W. Brittlebank, A.V.C., of a daughter. 


MARRIAGE.' 

Africa^ \f Apnl I3tH ’ at Mombasa , British East 
Captain P Vy ; HCnry Rdd ’ M.R.C.V.S., Dublin, 

Mrs. Reid ^Th Veter ' nar y Cor Ps, so " of Mr. and 

land, to R^ Bank House, Armagh, Ire- 

T. J- and Mrt. u ° Sa ’ ° n y dau £ hter of retired Major 

*ire.-(Bv c 1 ’ la " ° f St A “ b ^. Scalby, York- 

(By cabl e, April i S th.) 
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notices. 

Miss Mason very kindly offers us the use of Fairfield 
House again this summer. But she realizes that it may be 
too long a journey for many to be able to make; she will 
however, keep it open for us if six students arrange defi- 
nitely to come. Any student who wishes to accept this 
offer must write to Miss E. Kitching before May 30 th. 

The Editor regrets the small size of this number of 
L Umile Pianta. Of seven students who promised contri- 
butions only three have kept their promise. 

A Students’ Meeting will be held at 27, Craven Road, 
W., by the kindness of Miss Evans and Miss Faunce, on 
June 2, at 3-3®* Students who intend going should send 
Miss Evans a post card the day before. 

Elsewhere will be found the notice about the Annual 
Meeting, which it is hoped many students will attend. The 
next number of L’Umile Pianta will appear on July 15th. 
All communications should be written on one side of the 
paper only, and reach the Editor by June 20th. 


S. E. C. ELECTION RESULT. 


H. R. Wix 


Votes. 
... 80 

L. Gray 

... 

... 77 

Mrs. Esslemont 


••• 73 

M. W. Kitching 


... 69 

F. W. Young 


... 68 

G.« M. Bernau 


••• 53 

Mrs. Hughes-Jones 

y * 

... 51 

K. M. Claxton 


39 

Mrs. Bellerby 


... 36 
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L. Stainton 
Mrs. Gould 
D. M. Owen 
D. Mackie 


2 3 

20 

*5 


nine 


The new Committee therefore consists of the first ni 
members of the above list. 

STUDENTS’ MEETING. 

The April meeting was held on March 31st ! which pro- 
bably accounts for the somewhat small attendance. No- 
body will turn up on April 7th, of course, because we all 
read our last number of L’Umile Pianta. 

Miss Bernau very kindly brought with her a number of 
scholars’ Book of Centuries, and showed us how very at- 
tractive they can be made ; in fact, one student told how her 
“poster” was 50 keen on his daughter’s books, that he 
would start up from the table in the middle of a meal, 
“stung by the impulse of a sudden thought,” and produce 
an illustration which he remembered having- seen in one of 
his books, as suitable for insertion in her collection of 
antiques. Any students who have hitherto considered 
the keeping of such a book beyond them or their pupils will 
e well repaid if they accept Miss Bernau ’s kind offer of 
ie p. She is quite willing to “ lend her mind out ” on the 

, ! ’. an< ^ may be cons >dered quite a specialist in the art 

of keeping a “Book of Centuries.” 

ceive" 5 TT le KitChlng WaS Whh US ’ and to re- 

L not T r;° nS r t0 the “ Scale HoW Mission Fund.” It 
gotten (!) to' 116 a° r ^ Wh ° remember the y have for* 
excellent cause^" ^ SUbscriptions to her now for this 

nee and Evans received us graciously, as they 
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STUDENTS’ MEETINGS 

always do, and we much eniovpri a. • 

tea which is always provided for th ^ < f >mpany ’ and the 

meeting, and aias ! <1 

Examinations and the work for ^ 

. , • , . . K tor th e coming term naturally 

took a prominent place in the conversation. 

Besides those already mentioned, there were present at 

the meeting Misses Claxton, Flewker, McLeod, and Young 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE OLD 
STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The S.E.C. has arranged for the Annual Meeting to take 
place on Saturday, July 7th, and as it seems probable that 
the Annual Meeting of the P.N.E.U. will be held on Friday, 
July 6th, it is hoped that many students will be able to com- 
bine the two, and be in tow-n for both days. 

Misses Faunce and Evans have kindly given us the use of 
their rooms at 27, Craven Road, for the day, so that we shall 
feel quite at home. 

The morning session will last from ir. 0-12. 45. We have 
not yet decided upon the chairman, but one shall be forth- 
coming when the time arrives. 

Miss Mason is writing us a paper, entitled “ Our Old 
Students and Public Education.” This will be read by Miss 
Parish, who will also speak to us about the work already 
done by students in connection with the elementary schools, 
and give us some suggestions as to how we may carry on. 
There will be time for discussion, and if any student has any 
burning question to bring forward, doubtless there will be 
time for that too. 

The afternoon session will be from 2.15-3.45. Mrs. 
Esslemont will be in the chair, and a paper will be read 
written by Miss Allen on “Our Children and the War,” 


^ ■■■ 
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Which Will probably raise many points that we shall be gl ad 

t0 'lta C will be provided at Craven Road, and we feel sure 
tint under existing circumstances students will gladly p ay 
od for this instead of the customary 6d. And will all who 
hope to be there be sure to send word to Misses Faunce and 
Evans beforehand, so that they may know for how many lo 
provide. A halfpenny card is all that is necessary; but 
please don’t omit to send it. 

We do hope that as many students as possible will keep 
the day free, so that we may have a good meeting. 

LETTERS. 

46, St. Helen’s Road, 

Ormskirk, 

April 19th, 1917. 

Dear Editor, 

I have not had time before to write to you on a subject 
that must have occurred to all sincere members of the 
Students’ Association who read L’Umile Pianta. 

On pages 20-21 of the January issue appear the names of 
twelve students who have resigned their membership, five 
who presumably wish to do so, and nineteen who have not 
paid their subscription for 1916. 

If any of the twelve who resigned were challenged on the 
point she would probably reply that the Association no 
longer interested her as she had taken up fresh work, and 
so owed nothing to it, or else that L’Umiije Pianta was 
such a “ rag,” it wasn’t worth paying for, etc. (I have 
heard these arguments many times, so they do not arise 
from my own imagination.) 

Let us consider these points separately — 
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1. The taking up of work other than that of teaching in 
the Parents’ Union School does not alter one’s whole being 
During our training at Scale How we must all of us have 
absorbed at least one inspiring ideal or principle of life 
which was not confined solely to teaching, and which must 
of necessity have left its mark on everything we have done 
since. Do we, in common gratitude for such inspiration, 
owe nothing to the Association? 

2. L Umile Pianta is a “ rag.” Even supposing it 

were, at whose door would the fault lie? Our magazine is 
edited and the Association managed by students (not just 
one student) for students, and to revile either is to condemn 
oneself. I have ever noticed that the students who had the 
most bitter criticisms to make were those who had never 
stretched out a finger -to help, and I would ask all those 
who are in the habit of running down our magazine and its 
Editor what they have done to improve matters. The 
Students’ Meetings in London also come under the same 
ban. I have heard them described as “ useless, and a 
waste of time and railway fares.” Again, I ask, ‘ At 
whose door lies the fault?” ♦ 

Is it not in both cases at our own door, we who are too 
inert to do aught else but criticize? 

Of course, I know that there are many students who are 
afraid of seeing in print anything they may A\rite, who ha\e 
no startling suggestions to make, and who attend no meet 
ings because they know no one w r ho goes. Perhaps not, 
but it is surprising how helpful the mere mention of 2 
certain book on a particular subject can be it it appea 
the Pianta ; and again, if one never goes to a meeting ow 

is one ever likely to get to know anybody . 

I may seem to have rather wandered from pages ao-si o 
the January magazine, but there seems to be such a s. 
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lack of esprit de corps about the Association these days. 
If the inspiration which lay behind all our training at Scale 
How means anything to us, and to most of us it means 
everything, let us see to it that, even if we have nothing to 
offer our Editor, we do promptly at the beginning of each 
year offer our secretary a postal order for 3s. 6d. We need 
not fear that it will be refused. Without subscriptions 
the magazine cannot be carried on, even were the Editor 
deluged with articles, and unless each one of us does the 
utmost she can for the Association, she must be strangely 
lacking in appreciation of all that has been done for her. 

Yours very sincerely, 

M. Evelyn Brittlebank ( nde Davis). 


THE TRIVIAL ROUND. 

It is 8.30 a.m. on an October day. The great red sun has 
bravely battled with the misty heavens, and has at length 
been victorious, so that he now beams triumphantly upon 
the little group of breadwinners on the pavement. One of 
these has already made evident her occupation. This is 
a little old woman, who grinds a street harmonium, ring- 

ing ,^ e A ChangeS on “ Hark , m y soul,” “ Rule Britannia,” 
and Annie Laurie.” 

A weary sound ! A weary work ! But more weary still 
is the poor performer who has tramped for miles in shoes 

grey shawL* 11 dayS ’ ^ head Wrapped in a ra £g ed 

the H misTlr n a e g S r 0 eat \T2 ^ ^ ’ Spark§ a P pear amid 

It is ten minutes late f looms into si & ht 

city, seven miles off ^he" S’ & r ^ in the & reat 

At length it t ’ H 6 Sir 1<0g has heId it in thrall. 

s °Ps, and we five patient folks step in. Be- 
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sides myself are two old men who discuss in nrave t„„„ 

the inevitable problem of £ s a << w , ' s 

, . , , , „ * “• vvhflt concerns me is 

,l,e pr.ee of land, one remarks sententiously to his fellow 

Then there is an elementary teacher, to whose charge are 
entrusted seventy children of the p00 r ; and last, but not 
least, a cheery little charwoman in black cap and jacket 
and fresh white apron, who will shortly scrub the floors of 
some middle-class villa. 

We five are always faithful to the 8.30 car, but the sub- 
sequent arrivals vary. At the next stage, two more passen- 
gers arrive. One of them wears a hat ruched with blue 
ribbon, which last week surrounded it entirely. But now, 
alas ! the two ends have parted company, and they dangle 
with uncertain mien about the brim. The other is a very 
large and important lady, resplendent in myriad colours 
which baffle description ! Her hair is of that peculiar 
golden tint which will never fade with advancing years ! 
On rolls the car, ever and anon stopping to fill or to empty, 
past the houses and the shops, past the hoardings which 
blazon forth the merits of Oxo, Veritas gas mantles, or the 
latest cinema star. What matter the subject, so long as it 
pays ? 

‘‘Eh; ye are a moitherer!” exclaims a mother to her 
three-year-old son, as with a cake she silences his obstinate 
questionings concerning the duration of the journey. 

But I must not stay to watch his sticky, crumby satisfac- 
tion, for here is my destination, so I must run ! 

M. B. 

IN GERMAN EAST AFRICA, 1914-1916. 

Our first intimation that England was likely to go to war 
with Germany came on Monday, August .pd, 190 , 
when three of our mission were refused permission to leave 



